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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2012-185
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: March 13, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: F
Date of Analysis: March 15, 2012
Type of Action: Authorization of legal settlement
Bill Summary: The bill approves a legal settlement between the City and Louis Almengor regarding the City’s demolition of a structure on North Laura Street as a result of code violations.  The City will pay Mr. Almengor $150,000, which includes applicable attorney fees, and will release any and all demolition liens.  Mr. Almengor will release any pending claims against the City.  Neither party admits any liability.
Background Information: The City’s Municipal Code Compliance Division cited the structure at 1939 North Laura Street for property maintenance code violations and eventually had the structure demolished on an emergency basis due to public safety concerns after an engineering firm reported that the structure was unsafe and could not be properly braced for needed repairs.  The owner of the property sued seeking damages, costs, attorney fees and interest of $1.93 million, claiming the City exceeded its powers by failing to take a lesser measure than complete demolition of the property.  The OGC believes the settlement to be in the City’s best interest to avoid the costs and risks of further litigation. The Ordinance Code requires the City Council to approve legal settlements exceeding $50,000.
Policy Impact Area: Legal settlement
Fiscal Impact: The City will pay $150,000 to settle the litigation.
Analyst: Clements
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